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Dear Friends, Benefactors and Beneficiaries of the (REB), 

This upcoming March, it will be 20 years since Fr. Burke’s passing.  Whether just talking with 

neighbors while walking with Lucky or leading faith formation groups, he was proactively 

reaching out to engage others.  As a couple of us converts know, he knew how to touch lives 

without being pushy.   Reflecting on his walk with Christ, the following scripture seems fitting: 

“sanctify Christ as Lord of your hearts. Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who 

asks you the reason for your hope but do it with gentleness and reverence” 1 Peter 3:15-16.  

That was Father Burke. 

This year we have been able to meet the purpose of the REB of adult education and 

evangelization by not only supporting missionaries in other parts of the world, but also by 

promoting community engagement and faith formation here locally, both within Holy Name 

itself and with the three other members of the West Maple Family of Parishes and other parishes 

along the north Woodward corridor. 

Accordingly, the REB initiated support for three principal programs: 

• Sponsorship of the “Live at the Basilica” speaker series.  While we initially reviewed 

organizing Spiritual Thought Leaders speaker series as a means to support the faith, 

engagement, and outreach within our community, we elected to leverage the resources of 

the Shrine of the Little Flower through co-sponsorship of their program.  During 2022 

date, the series has hosted Fr. John Riccardo at the beginning of lent, Father Mike 

Schmitz, Bishop Robert Barron, Father Dave Pivonka, Father Gerald Murray, and Darryl 

Woods.  Speakers planned for 2023 include Dr. Scott Hahn, Immaculee Ilibagiza, and 

Raymond Arroyo.  And Fr. Riccardo will be back, and he may be doing a panel 

discussion with some well-known athletic coaches.   

• Sponsorship of the Monthly Parish Social at Holy Name Parish.  The REB covered the 

cost of the snacks and beverages as well as providing the volunteer support to arrange the 

events.  The purpose of these informal gatherings is to increase the level of engagement 

within the parish community and provide the opportunity for broaden involvement in the 

various other programs already underway within the parish such as the Men’s and 

Women’s Bible Study Groups, the Knights of Columbus, the adult and children’s choir, 

school, etc. 

• Sponsorship of the Rescue Project series for Holy Name Parish and the West Maple 

Family of Parishes.  This series was developed by Father John Riccardo and the ACTS 

XXIX team.  The mission of the program is to present the “gospel” as a direct and 

overwhelming story of God’s love for us in four steps. CREATED why we were created. 

CAPTURED why we have fallen.   RESCUED – what Jesus did to rescue us and 

RESPONSE – How we should respond to being rescued.   The program consisted of eight 

Monday evening meetings which included dinner, praise and worship, viewing an 

episode of the series followed by small group discussion.  We averaged approximately 35 

participants throughout the program.  Feedback has been very positive regarding the 



content of the series, and the value of additional engagement within the parish 

community. 

Shown below is an overview of these and the fund’s other activities.   The Fund is a 501(c)(3) 

not-for-profit organization.  Trustees serve as unpaid volunteers and charge no expenses to the 

organization.  Our 1% operating expenses, which are kept to an absolute minimum, are primarily 

for tax accounting and outside investment management.   

The Fund was the recipient of a significant bequest from a friend of Fr. Burke who was also a 

former parishioner, and so the fund has a current balance of more than $1.4 million.  The Fund 

was started with $500,000 of seed funding in 2003 and since then, the Fund has provided nearly 

$1 million of grants.   The REB experience gives meaning to the biblical story of multiplying the 

loaves and fishes. 

Donations can be made to the address below. 

Summary – REB Memorial Trust Fund Grants for 2022 

Christmas stipend for Missionaries within the Yarumal organization $  4,000 

Father Joe Poor Families Program, Ecuador 5,000 

Sponsorship of the Live at the Basilica speaker series 20,000 

Support of Bishop Barrons’ Word on Fire organization 5,000 

Sponsorship of the Holy Name Parish Socials estimated 4,000 

Sponsorship of the Rescue Project series estimated 13,550 

Total $51,550 

 

On behalf of the Trustees of the Robert E. Burke Memorial Trust Fund, we wish you a wonderful 

Advent and Christmas season hoping you all experience the peace and joy of our Savior’s 

presence and the anticipation of His Second Coming. 

We thank you for your support and thoughts and prayers in helping make Fr. Burke’s vision a 

reality.  

Yours in Christ, 

Tom Kessel 

Robert E. Burke Memorial Trust Fund Board of Trustees  
Charles Neff, President Deacon Mike McKale 
Cara Schmittdiel, Vice President Monsignor John Zenz 
Frank Scerbo, Secretary Sergio Pages 
Tom Trimmer, Treasurer Peter Gullo 
Steve Raymond, Assistant Treasurer and Assistant Secretary Tom Kessel 

 

Address:    
The Fr. Robert E. Burk Memorial Trust Fund 
Attn:  Deacon Michael McKale 
c/o Holy Name Catholic Church 
630 Harmon Street 
Birmingham, MI 48009 


